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it said, “The cloud of the incense may cover’? “This teaches that he 
puts into it something which causes smoke to arise. “If therefore he did 
not put in something which makes smoke to arise, he is liable to the 
death penalty.” Now when this Boethusian went forth, he said to his 
father, “In your entire lives you would expound the Scripture, but you 
never did the deed properly, until I arose and I went in and did it 
right.” They said to him, “Even though we do expound matters as you 
say, we do not do things in the way in which we expound them. We 
obey the words of sages. “I shall be very much surprised at you if you 
live for very long.” Not three days passed before they put him into his 
grave [T. Yoma 1:8]. 


1:2: It is written, “And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from 
the altar before the Lord, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten 
small; and he shall bring it within the veil and put the incense on the 
fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy 
seat which is upon the testimony, lest he die” (Lev. 16:12-13). The 
meaning is that he should not prepare the mixture outside and bring it 
inside. For lo, the Sadducees say that he should prepare it outside and 
bring it inside. If they do so before mortal man, all the more so before 
the Omnipresent! “And it is written, ‘[And the Lord said to Moses, 
Tell Aaron your brother not to come at all times into the holy place 
within the veil, before the mercy seat which is upon the ark, lest he 
die;] for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat” (Lev. 16:2). 
Said to them sages, “And lo, has it not already been stated, ‘And put 
the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense 
may cover the mercy seat which is upon the testimony, lest he 

die’ (Lev. 16:13)? “He puts it in only when he is inside the sanctum. If 
so, why is it said, ‘For I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat’? 
This teaches that he puts into the incense something that makes the 
smoke rise.” 


VI. YERUSHALMI Yoma 1:6 


IF HE WAS A SAGE, HE EXPOUNDS [THE RELEVANT SCRIPTURES]. AND IF NOT, 


DISCIPLES OF SAGES EXPOUND FOR HIM. IF HE WAS USED TO READING 
[SCRIPTURES], HE READ. AND IF NOT, THEY READ FOR HIM. AND WHAT DO 
THEY READ FOR HIM? IN Jos, EZRA, AND CHRONICLES. ZEKHARIAH B. 
QEBUTAL SAYS, ‘MANY TIMES I READ FOR HIM IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL.” 


1:1: It has been taught: They read Proverbs and Psalms, because their 
message disturbs one’s sleep. 


